
Dissection	
Expectations	







A	proper	dissection	means	
the	thorough	examination	of	
an	organism	in	order	to	
learn	about	it	and	yourself.			
	
	



These	organisms	gave	up	
their	lives	for	us	to	learn	
from	them	and	should	be	
treated	with	respect.	
	
	



• Wear	gloves	at	all	times-	you	
don’t	take	the	gloves	off	until	
after	all	cleanup	is	done.	

	





	
• We	will	rinse	the	specimen	
with	water	prior	to	dissecting.		
• Any	spills	should	be	wiped	up	
immediately.	



• Absolutely	no	horseplay	
• Organisms	stay	on	the	tray	at	
all	times.		
• No	body	parts	leave	the	
classroom.	
• Do	not	eat	any	part	of	the	
specimen.	



• Stay	seated	during	dissection	
labs	and	do	not	leave	your	
group.		
• Bumping	into	someone	could	
cause	a	huge	problem.	



• Tools	should	only	be	used	as	
instructed.		Severe	
consequences	could	result	
from	the	misuse	of	tools.			

	



• Never	cut	until	you	absolutely	
have	to	AND	have	been	told	
to.	

	

• Do	not	make	incisions	(cuts)	
while	holding	the	specimen.		It	
should	be	pinned	down	in	the	
dissection	tray.	



• Never	cut	towards	others	or	
yourself.	
	

• Only	pins	should	be	stuck	
through	the	specimen	and	into	
the	mat.	
• Never	cut	into	the	mat	



• Any	parts	that	are	removed	
need	to	be	left	in	the	
dissection	tray	until	the	end	of	
the	dissection.			
• Specimens	and	all	their	parts	
need	to	be	placed	in	a	baggie	
for	disposal.	



• Clean	up	the	work	area	and	
return	all	equipment	to	the	
proper	place	when	the	
dissection	is	completed.	
• Groups	that	do	not	cleanup	
properly	will	receive	a	reduced	
grade	on	their	lab.	



• Remove	gloves	only	after	all	
cleanup	is	finished.	
• Wash	hands	with	soap	and	
water	after	each	dissection.	



• No	food	or	drink	
	(including	gum,	candy,	mints)		
	



• If	you	feel	dizzy	or	
faint	have	
someone	from	
your	group	let	me	
know	and	go	sit	on	
the	floor	outside	of	
the	classroom.			



Accident	Procedures:	
For	cuts:	
– Inform	teacher	immediately	
– Clean	cut	under	water	in	the	sink.	
– You	may	be	sent	to	the	nurse	



Accident	Procedures:		
Accidental	exposure	to	preservative:	
– Rinse	affected	area	with	clean	water	
	

If	in	mouth	or	eyes		
– Inform	teacher	immediately	
– Rinse	with	water	repeatedly	for	at	
least	2	minutes	
– You	may	be	sent	to	the	nurse	

	


